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 Relics, Rivers and 

Rainforests 
 

Welcome to South America! 

Get ready to explore this unique continent, from its towering temples and stunning 
geography to its pulsing rhythms and flavour-packed foods! This term we will be … 

Explorers and scientists, discovering all about the greatest rainforest on this planet 
– the mighty Amazon! We’ll discover what it would be like to be in the Amazon 
and what people and animals call it home. Do you know any animals whose 
habitat is the Amazon rainforest? Excitingly, we’ll journey along and find out 
about the powerful river that twists and turns for over 4000 miles through the 
Amazon! 
 
Chefs, creating authentic South American food and tasty treats to delight your 
taste buds. Why not try cooking the new foods we discover at home?   
 
Historians, finding out about the ancient people of Maya. Who were these people? 
When did they live? We’ll be communicating like Mayans and seeing what signs of 
their existence we can still see around South America today?  
 
Readers, travelling along with a 13 year old orphan who is sent from her home in 
England to start a new life in the exotic Amazon rainforest. The poor girl has only 
one person for company and she has her own secret reasons for making the 
journey too. How will she cope with the challenges of her new life? 
 
Artists and sculptors, creating amazing pictures of the rainforest and using the 
ancient Mayan language to create stunning artwork using clay. 

Here are a few websites connected with this terms learning: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zsdrqty - a video introduction to Mayan people 
http://mayas.mrdonn.org/ - lots of information about the Mayans 
http://www.mayankids.com/index.html - people and places of the Mayans 

We’ll be doing lots of other work too, including working on our own targets in class. 

 

What can survive in the harsh 

environment of the desert? 

Deserts are one of the most hostile places on Earth and yet are home to plants, animals and 

people too who manage to survive in these difficult conditions. Receiving less than 25cm of 

rainfall a year, deserts are barren places - you’ll probably have an idea of what a desert looks like 

in your head but I’ll bet you won’t believe where the Earth’s largest desert is! 

Each desert on our planet is amazing in its own way but this term we will be travelling around the 

world; we’ll visit North America and explore the harshness of life in the desert and after that we’ll 

travel to a contrasting biome, the Galapagos Islands, to discover the amazing life that has adapted 

to survive and thrive in those unique conditions. 

During our topic we will be: 

- Geographers, finding out about the fascinating world of deserts. What is the climate 

like? Where in the world are they? Why are they like they are? What can survive in 

such tough conditions? 

- Scientists, finding out about the amazing ways that animals and plants have adapted 

to their environment. 

- Readers, journeying along with an American boy called Stanley whose life is turned 

upside-down by a miscarriage of justice that sends him deep into the North American 

desert. 

- Community improvers, finding out about how people’s religious beliefs affect how 

they live in their community. We’ll be considering how influential people have tried to 

change their area for the better and we’ll think about how we could make our 

community a place of respect and tolerance.  

- Artists, creating detailed sketches of animals and their adaptations. We’ll also create 

portraits of the influential people that we have been focussing on. 

- Media experts, discussing the ways that the media can influence people and 

recognising how we can stay safe when there is a world of information online but 

where only some of it is reliable.  

Useful websites to support your learning: 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/earth/deserts/ - desert presentation with subtopics to explore. 

https://sciencetrek.org/sciencetrek/topics/deserts/games.cfm - interactive desert habitat and 

adaptation activities. 

 

We’ll be doing lots of other work too, including working on our own targets in class.  
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